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the hands of the students, who stormed the Prime Minister's     1848
house and office, and Fieguelmont promised to resign.    The      ----
National Guard made no movement and the Prime Minister and his family fled the city.
Early in May, Canning, accompanied only by Lord Augustus Loftus, who had travelled with him from England and acted as his private secretary, paid a visit to the King of Bavaria at Munich; but the 22nd found the whole party reunited at Trieste, and ready to embark on board the Antelope for Athens and Constantinople. Trieste was at that moment in consternation, for Lombardy and Venice had risen, the King of Sardinia had espoused the cause of the Italians, and on that very morning his fleet had come in sight The ambassador could not leave until he had assured himself of the safety of British interests in the Adriatic. The Austrian fleet was in the harbour, and not at all anxious to sally out again, but fortunately three British men-of-war were drawn up outside, and the Antelope joined them. The people on shore were hard at work erecting earthworks, and preparing for attack, but the governor was in low spirits, and nobody seemed able to give orders. The Antelope, with the ambassador's party on board, was then despatched to communicate with the Sardinian fleet, which presented a handsome line of five frigates, five steamers, four brigs, and three schooners ; and the sensations of the travellers may be imagined as they approached this formidable array and made the agreeable discovery that the guns were all manned and run out, and the tompions removed. No catastrophe, however, ensued ; the English were assured that Trieste was in no danger, and nothing worse than a blockade was intended ; so leaving the three British vessels as an additional security, Sir Stratford proceeded on his way to Patras and the Gulf of Lcpanto, crossed the Isthmus of Corinth, and taking ship again at Callimachi, arrived at the Peiraeus.
Greece had from the first been a main object of Canning's mission. The King of the Hellenes was on very unpleasant terms with his subjects, and both the King and the Hellenes in general were in perpetual discord with their neighbours the Turks, who, to do them justice, deserved better treatment.